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The Owls Head Conservation Commission seeks to preserve and protect the natural 
resources of Owls Head, and to advise, educate and make recommendations to its 
residents and to the town’s governing bodies. The commission works to create 
opportunities for residents to interact with the natural world, thus fostering life long 
stewardship in retaining the environmental health and natural beauty of Owls Head for 
future generations.  - MISSION STATEMENT

The Owls Head Conservation Commission continues to address current environmental 
concerns that effect the community through its work on issues such as sea level rise, safe 
pesticide use, protection of night skies, elimination of invasive plants, roadside and beach clean 
up initiatives, and educational programs, to name a few. The list continues to increase as needs 
arise.  The OHCC continues to serve as an advisory to residents and town boards when called 
upon. 

Stewarding Plaisted Preserve is an ongoing role for the OHCC and its volunteers.  Usage has 
increased considerably in the past few years which calls for greater attention to trail 
maintenance.  Since last fall, the town entered into an agreement to purchase 7+ acres adjacent 
to the Plaisted Preserve which will safeguard a lush interior wetland, and increase the acreage 
of the current preserve.  The easement, held by Georges River Land Trust, that protects the 
existing preserve, will be extended to include the additional land upon purchase, thus preserving 
accessible green space for generations to come.  

We thank GRLT for their willingness to extend the easement and for the consistent support of 
GRLT program director,  Annette Naegel, who has given numerous hours to the town of Owls 
Head through consultation, networking, and assisting in the grant process. Her dedication to 
conservation efforts must be emphasized as we have been a constant recipient of her 
commitment to build community awareness and support for preserving land and all that it offers. 

In addition to the many donations received, the town is a finalist in the process of receiving a 
grant from Land for Maine’s Future, which will add considerably to the funds needed to 
purchase the property.  Fundraising efforts will continue to cover additional fees such as the 
appraisal, hazard review, title work, and closing costs. Check the OHCC webpage which can be 
accessed through the town’s website for updates and “how to donate.” 

Lastly, the OHCC would like to thank the many volunteers who have helped with work in the 
preserve, assisting with community events such as the Pumpkin Walk and the Roadside Clean-
up, and the myriad of tasks involved with “getting the word out.” A shout out to the Ash Point 
School students who created beautiful posters for Earth Day, to the Owls Head Baptist Church 
youth group who aided in the clean-up, and to the local Girl Scout Troop who helped carve 
pumpkins for the Pumpkin Walk. And many others too numerous to name. Thank you! 

The OHCC meets the first Thursday of the month at the Owls Head Community Room at 6PM 
and invites all who are interested to attend. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Kathryn DerMarderosian, Chair


